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Great Britain, with a population of 26,000,000, would, in proportion to 
Prrussia, have an army of 937,000 men as her present establishment ; a 
greater number than in the heat of the last war, reckoning volunteers, yeo- 
manry, and all, were ever withdrawn from preparing the sinews of war by 
the exercise of private industry, to make shows and sham-fights, or even to 
repel a threatened invasion. 

We cannot be supposed to endorse all that is said by such an admirer of 
the war-system ; but his statements furnish matter for many useful and 
interesting reflections. 

1. How vast the proportion of soldiers to the entire population — one in 
little more than twenty-seven ! At this rate, our republic would have, not 
eight or ten thousand, but nearly 750,000 soldiers constantly in the camp at 
the public expense. 

2. How enormous the pecuniary burthens of such a system, though said 
to be the cheapest in the old world! One -sixth of the whole laboring 
population are continually on duty as soldiers ; and hence five laborers in 
Prussia are obliged to support one soldier with all his incidental expenses. 
The people of this country, if required to support the same proportion of 
lawyers, physicians, or ministers of the gospel, — one for every five laborers, — 
most would doubtless, think themselves grievously taxed. 

3. Mark the age at which men are taken, and the alternation or succes- 
sion of their service ; both calculated to weave the war-system into the web 
and woof of society, and to infuse the war-spirit into the entire mass of its 
minds. The period from twenty to twenty-five, is the very crisis of a man's 
life, the pivot of his destiny for this world, if not for the next ; yet no man 
is exempted but by special favor. 

4. What a despotism ! No man in Prussia is at liberty to enter upon 
any course of business, to form his plans for life, or even to marry, until he 
has been an active soldier at least three years. There never was a fitter or 
more effectual school of despotism. 



MISCELLANEOUS ITEMS. 

Glance at the Evils of War. — War is an evil of such magnitude 
and bitterness, its evil influences on*humanity radiate so widely, and infuse 
themselves so unexpectedly into all the relations of social life, that its abro- 
gation among nations would be a blessing and a benefit of inconceivable and 
inestimable value. It is not the horrors of the battle field, the shrieks of 
the wounded and dying, the garments rolled in blood, the groans and tears 
of widows and orphans, the conflagrations of cities, the trampled down 
produce of harvests reared with toil and skill, and the desolation that it 
everywhere spreads in its fatal and destructive track, that are alone to be 
deprecated, or by which only we are to estimate the misery it inflicts on our 
race. Its malignant influence is felt at all times and in all places. In the 
very midst of peace and security, it blights the labors of man, adds weight 
to his burdens, and corrupts his nature. The necessity, as it is called, for 
being prepared to meet aggression, imposes on every country the permanent 
infliction of evils not less to be deprecated than the atrocities of actual war- 
fare. The morale of every country is poisoned by the false principles con- 
veyed in the instruction necessary to pervert man into a systematic murderer- 
Unsuspecting, ardent youth are seduced into admiration of what is in itself 
really hateful, and to be abhorred. Our towns and villages have introduced 
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into them, in the shape of barracks, concentrated focuses of intemperance 
and reckless immorality, with all their sad consequences of broken family 
circles, sorrow, and the destruction of hope, and shame which crowd our 
streets with prostitutes. Tens of thousands of the ablest of the population 
are abstracted from the labor power of the country, and made a national 
burden, to support which, millions are annually expended. Time, talent, 
treasure and physical strength, which, if applied to the promotion of social 
improvement, the advancement of science and the furtherance of education, 
would convert in a very short period the whole earth into a paradise, are 
now by this lamentable misdirection converted into the bitterest curse, an 
ever spreading ulcer in the body politic, which diffuses its acrid and poisonous 
humors throughout every pore of the system. 

Cost of War. — Our revolutionary war drew from the treasury of Con- 
necticut alone, nearly $23,000,000 ; as much as 100,000,000 would be for 
that State now, or 200,000,000 for Massachusetts. Our last war, though 
cheap compared with most wars, cost us about $50,000,000 a year. Our 
revolutionary war cost England more than $600,000,000, and her wars with 
Napoleon alone, more than 5,000,000,000 ! 

War vs. the Sabbath even in Peace. — The Rev. Dr. Beman, in some 
sketches of a recent excursion to the West, says of the Sabbath he spent in 
Buffalo, " I here witnessed a public nuisance, for which men in high places 
must be held responsible, and which ought to receive a seasonable rebuke 
from the people of this Protestant country, that a speedy reformation may 
follow. I refer to the practice of marching the soldiers from the barracks 
to church, on the Lord's day, to the sound of martial music. I need not 
say how much the feelings of one who loves a calm and quiet Sabbath, 
must be disturbed by such an exhibition ; for not the ear only, but the eye of 
piety and good taste must be offended. The sweet sound of ' the church- 
going bell ' is interrupted by the obtrusive din associated with war ; and to 
finish the national exhibition, you have the usual accompaniment of dogs, 
and boys, and loafers. 

" I am told all this is done by order of the government. The soldiers 
are not permitted to march out in a body without martial music ; nor are 
' Sundays excepted.' Whether this is required by an act of Congress, or 
merely by an order of the Secretary of War, or by some other mere human 
fiat, I am not able to say ; but the thing is wrong in principle, and injurious 
to the best interests of society in practice, and calls for the hand of reform. 
Such a thing in a Catholic country, and under a despotism, is in perfect 
keeping with every thing else. There the church is sustained by the state, 
and the arm of military power enforces the united will and purpose of this 
unholy alliance. I loathe this aping of foreign customs and institutions. 
They have no afEnity with our peaceful government. 

"And where is the moral right of doing such things? Whence did Con- 
gress or the heads of department derive this right? Surely not from the 
Bible. That statute book of heaven has said, ' Remember the Sabbath day 
to keep it holy.' That this thing is done under the forms of law, cannot 
make it one whit the better. The wing of the government cannot shelter 
it. The feelings of a Christian community are just as much outraged, and 
the heavenly quietude which should reign on the day of God in city, and 
village, and hamlet, and country, is just as much interrupted, and the 
breathings of hope and anticipation, which belong to the morning of the 
Sabbath, are just as much stifled and secularized by a street mob conducted 
by the government, as by one got up by the ordinary rabble ! 



